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our mission

Our aim, in its simplest form, is to get people in and under the water. We wish 
to provide people the opportunity to partake in safe and fun diving and diving 
related activities. This encompasses divers of all abilities, from entry level to 
those with many years’ experience. It should be stated clearly that Dive La 
Trobe is not a business - we are a club and as such wish to maintain club 
values. We cater for people from the La Trobe Community - students, staff 
and alumni - so that we may foster an identity of our own and establish a 
strong club environment which will continue for many years.
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2013 Dive La Trobe Committee
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Dive La Trobe Life Members
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membership
Membership and commitment to the club has again increased. We have seen 
a higher percentage of member retention, as well as a larger number of 
international student members. Member retention is especially pleasing, as it 
has aided Dive La Trobe to develop and perpetuate is own identity and culture.  
Through this we have seen a group of dedicated members who attend club 
activities regularly and are willing to volunteer their time where needed. 

What is also pleasing is that a large number of new members have been the 
result of referrals from those already within the club. This is further evidence 
that the identity and culture that Dive La Trobe is creating is one that people 
wish to be a part of.

6

image by Nathaniel Kenyon



courses
2013 was another strong year for the club in terms of SCUBA courses completed. 
However, these numbers have decreased slightly from the previous year. This 
is mostly due to the loss of course participants from Melbourne University 
Underwater Club, after they secured an instructor and training venue of their 
own.

We are also aware that the inevitable expense of SCUBA diving, both of time 
and finances, remains a significant factor for those considering membership of 
our club. It is for this reason that the club plans to develop a single-day snorkel 
course to attract those interested in diving, but who would otherwise not have 
the means to do so. An associate membership attached to these courses will 
be discussed in the near future, as will the incorporation of snorkel tours – an 
attractive option for international students.

A positive to draw from this year was the number of existing members who 
chose to undertake additional courses, e.g. Open Water Diver to Advanced 
Open Water Diver. This shows a dedication to the sport and the club itself, 
which we anticipate will keep people within Dive La Trobe for years to come.
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trips & events
DIVE TRIPS

Dive trips took place throughout the entirety of 2013, including the colder 
months of winter. Groups of members hired equipment on a regular basis, 
exploring various locations throughout the upper end of Port Phillip Bay and 
the Mornington Peninsula.

Most training courses were accompanied by qualified divers, who partook in 
their own diving activities and gave students on the course an idea of what 
comes after qualification. Destinations again included Port Phillip Bay and the 
Mornington Peninsular, as well as the Bellarine Peninsula, Phillip Island and 
Wilson’s Promontory.

2013 saw an overseas dive trip to Vanuatu, the first in our clubs history. Multiple 
ventures to Mt. Gambier, South Australia and the east coast of Tasmania had 
our members exploring beyond the waters of Victoria.



REBREATHER SHOWCASE

For the third year running the club hosted an evening event for a group 
of Melbourne rebreather users. Representatives from 7 rebreather types 
were present, with approximately 40 participants. The event has generated 
exposure of the club within the dive industry and assisted us to gain equipment 
manufacturing and wholesale contacts. We expect to host this event again 
next year after receiving very positive feedback from all involved.

SPECIALITY TUTORIALS

Our club instructors ran several tutorials throughout the year for both long-term 
and new members. Subjects included the techniques for use of underwater 
safety equipment, general skills refreshers and use of our Emergency O2 kits..



SOCIAL EVENTS

An increase in the frequency of social events was one of the more significant 
achievements of the club this year. These events included movie nights, BBQ’s, 
Birthday celebrations, a talk from the crew of the Sea Shepherd Society, an 
end of year Christmas Party and numerous other club outings.

Participation in the Great Victorian Fish Count and Clean-Up Australia Day 
were two of the more notable events. These involved a large number of 
members and were a particular attraction to the Environmental and Marine 
Science students of the club.

As SCUBA diving is not considered to be a competitive sport, the social aspect 
of what we do is of high importance. It facilitates the camaraderie and team 
atmosphere that often comes with a competitive sport. This brings a club 
together and aids in producing the identity and culture previously mentioned. It 
is for this reason that we anticipate the 2014 calendar to be more extensive and 
involve an even wider range of activities, attracting and involving all members.

NOTABLE EVENTS

- Jono Nevile and John Dalla-Zuanna honoured with Life Membership.
- Recognised as the 2013 La Trobe Student Union “Sports Club of the Year”.
- Special General Meeting held September 26th. The membership voted 
adoption of the La Trobe University Sports Club Model Constitution.
- Official change of name and incorporation with Consumer Affairs Victoria, 
from “LUSAC - Latrobe University Sub Aqua Club” to “Dive La Trobe”. 
- Construction & launch of divelatrobe.org.au & www.facebook.com/divelatrobe
- Attendance at all student orientation and welcome days.
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Welcoming our new Barcrusher 780 HT
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equipment
DIVE BOAT

Construction of the new purpose-built dive boat began in February. Sea trials 
took place in mid-July, with a group of members, as well as Sports Centre 
Manager John Dumaresq, present for the event. The boat has now been in 
regular use since late August and has allowed our members to access a 
greater range of dive locations. As well as the social dive experiences, the boat 
is now in use for courses. This is proving more financially viable and means 
Dive La Trobe has gained a higher level of autonomy. Sale of the existing boat 
was also settled during this time.

A secure berth at Queenscliff Marina is currently being leased. This will negate 
the need for a towing vehicle to launch and retrieve the vessel, meaning it will 
be used more often.

COMPRESSOR & TRAILER

Our existing compressor was serviced and ran as usual throughout the year. 
We also purchased an additional compressor and had it converted to electric, 
meaning a greater number of tanks may be filled with less noise and in a 
greater range of weather. The electric compressor is also planned for use with 
the permanent air banks.
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SCUBA UNITS

Ten complete SCUBA units have been ordered and are expected before the 
new year. Our current units are now approximately 3 years old and will continue 
to be used in the pool until they are sold, with members taking first preference 
of purchase. To ensure that our club members and course participants only 
use the most up-to-date and safe equipment available, the units will continue 
to be serviced annually and turned over bi-annually.

WETSUITS

20 new 7mm Sonar wetsuits were purchased in late July, along with 12 5mm 
hoods and 10 pairs of neoprene socks. These are now in use for courses and 
social gear hire, with all reports positive.
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objectives
for 2014
Continue to develop an identity and culture unique to Dive La Trobe

Continue to increase membership numbers, 
international students in particular

Retain our existing members and encourage 
them to become more involved in the club

Continue mentorships within the committee and with the 
membership, to aid in committee transition

Continue to run multiple PADI training courses, from 
Open Water Diver through to Divemaster

Run PADI speciality courses, including Deep, Wreck, 
Enriched Air Nitrox, Dry Suit and Night Diver

Run 2 overseas and at least 4 interstate trips

Continue fortnightly trips to a variety of locations 
and explore new locations with the new boat

Attend the 2014 Combined Clubs Weekend in Tasmania

Host the 4th annual Melbourne Rebreather Showcase

Continue speciality tutorials, tailored to the interests/needs of 
our members and the environment we dive in

Continue and increase the frequency of social 
events, incorporating activities outside of diving

`
Complete installation of the air banks & service all existing equipment

Refresh our procedures and protocol manual

`
Purchase of boat lift for secure berth
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Nathaniel Kenyon
President, Dive La Trobe

The Dive La Trobe committee wishes to thank all members for their continued support 
throughout this year. 2013 has proven to be our most successful year since reformation 
of the club some 7 years ago, evidenced by all that we have achieved. This wouldn’t 
have been possible without our contingent of international students, the many new faces 
we have welcomed in 2013, and of course our regular group of divers who are at the 
boat shed every Thursday night. Thank you all, we greatly appreciate it and are looking 
forward to more of the same in 2014.

Have a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year, and most importantly...

Keep safe and keep diving!
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